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FOREWORD

How Scouting Began

"How did Scouting come to be used by girls?" That is
what I have been asked. Well, it was this way. In the be-
ginning I had used Scouting - that is, woodcraft, handiness,
and cheery helpfulness - äs a means for training young sol-
diers when they first joined the army, to help them becowie
handy, capable wen and able to hold their own with anyone
instead of being mere drilled machmes.

You have read about the Wars in your country againsl
the Red Indians, of the gallantry of your soldiers against
the cunning of the Red Man, and what is more, of the
phick of your women on those dangerous frontiers.

Well, we have had miich the same sort of thing in South
Africa. Over and aver again I have seen where the won-
derfttl bravery and resourcefulness of the women when
the tribes of Ziilii or Matabeles have been out on the war
path agamst the white settlers.

In the Boer war a number of women vohmfeered to help
my forces äs nurscs or otherwise; they zvere füll of phick
and energy, biit unfortunately they had nevcr been trained
to do anything, and so with all the good-tvM in the world
they wcre of no use. I could not help feeling how splendid
it wotild be .if one coitld only train them in peace time in
the same way one trained the young soldiers - that is,
through Scoutcraft.

/ afterwards took to traming boys in that way, but I had
not been lang, at it before the girls came along, and offered
to do the very thing I had hoped for, fhey wanted to take
iip Scouting also.

They did not merely want to be Imitators of the boys;
they .wanted a line of their own.

So I gave them a smart blue uniform and the names of
Gtiides and mysister wrote an oiitline of the scheme. The

name Guide appealed to the British girls because the pick of



owr frontier forces in Indio, is the Corps ofGwides^ Theterm
'cawlry'or infmtry hardly describes it since it is wmposed
'of'all-round'handy wen ready to take on any Job in the
campdigning line and da it weil.

Thentoo, a woman who can be a good and helpful comrade
to ~her brother or husband or son alpng fhe path of life is
really a guide to Um.

The ftd.me Guide therefore just describes the members of
our sisterhood who tesides being handy and ready for any
kindof duty are also a jolly happy family and likely to be
good, cheery comrades to their mankind.

The coming of the Great War gave the Girl Guides their
opportunity, and they quickly showed the valueof their
trmningbyundertakmg a variety of duties which made them
mluable to their country in. her time of need.

My wife, Lady Baden-Powell, was elected by the members
to tethe'Chief Guide, and vnder her the movement has gone
afiead a.t -an amazing pace, spreading to mostforeign countries.

It is thwks to Mrs. Juliette Loiv, of Samnnah, that the
mwement was successfuUy started in America, and though
thename Girl Seouls has there been used it is all part of the
same sisterhood, working to the same ends and living up to
the same Laws and Promise.

1 fall the branches continue to wrk together and become
better acguainted with each other äs they continue to become
Ugger it will mean a great stepforward.

If the warnen of the different nations are to a large extent
members of the same society and therefore in dose tauch and
"sympathy'with each other, although belonging to lUfferent
c(mntrws, they will make a real bond not merely ̂between
the Oovernments, but between the Peoples themselves and
~they ̂ ill see to il that it means Peace and that we have no
moreo^ar- Robert Baden-Powell.
May, 1919
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